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 Associated-works: Albion, Colin. "The Barnacle as a Food Source." The Great Circle Network. Albion, Colin (1974). The biology of barnacles, Cambridge, MA: Plenum.. External links A barnacle is a marine, euryhaline invertebrate (mollusk) of the class Ctenophora, suborder Odontophora. The word is derived from Greek βαρκος, "shield", from the shape of its shell. Barnacles are hermaphroditic,
usually solitary organisms that have two distinctive larval forms. Ecology Barnacles feed on suspended particles, or seston, which contain food for both barnacles and other marine animals, such as fish. They also feed on plankton such as foraminifera and radiolaria. Their nutrition is mostly autotrophic, that is they derive energy from food that they can obtain through photosynthesis. With few

exceptions, most barnacles have indirect life cycles. The eggs are laid on the surface of the substrate, and are free-swimming. The free-swimming larva attaches itself to the substrate and undergoes metamorphosis, forming the pedicle larva. The pedicle larva loses its swimming appendages and settles to the bottom of the sea. The adult barnacle is either attached to the substrate by the pedicle larva or
lives as an asexually reproducing barnacle, in which case the pedicle larva is discarded. A few barnacle species, most notably the hermit crab, have direct life cycles. Dispersal In temperate regions, barnacles are very abundant during the spring and early summer. Barnacles are also present in Antarctica for most of the year, but their numbers are low during the summer because the cold prevents their

settlement and survival. Barnacle larvae cannot survive the winter in sea water, so they must use a mass of substrate to lie on to survive the winter, which is usually a mixture of sand, mud, and stones. They feed on organic matter that is brought into the area by currents, which provides the nutrients for their growth. Climate change has 82157476af
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